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(TEXT) HANOIL, 9 NIND NOVEMEER--HFAN DAN TCDAY PUAL 1SHED ANSWERS )(i A

10 GLESTICNS BY ONE OF ITS (CRRESPOIDENTS MADE BY A L. S. IR

R PIRATE DETAXMNED IH NCRTHM V IET NAN.

2 HE IS LT R JOHN SIDAEY MCCALN OF THE U, S, NAVY, SERIAL NUMRER

! 8§24 187 SIXTWOF OURSEVENRSTGITTEVEN, CAPT(RE ON THZ TRUGC BACH LAE

IN HOANOI 26 TWOSIX OCTOEER 1967 ONENIME SIXSEVEN AFTER IE HAD Ee ILED

O/l FROM HIS FLANE IN FLANES. IT WAS FRQM TIE AIRCRAFT CARR LER

U S (RISKANY THAT M TOOK OFF FOR THE LAST TIME. EEFQRE EEING

TRANSFERRED TO THIS SHIP IN OCTOEER 1967 OMENINE SIXSEVEN, KE WAS

PMONG THE FERSONNEL FLYING FRQM ANOTIER pIRCRAFT CARRIER, TH

FORESTAL., EECAUSE THE LATTER SUSTAIND CONSDERAELE LASEES DUE TO

A TERRIBLE EXFLOSION WHICH MAFFENED 29 TWONINE JLLY 1967 ONENIAE.

SIKSEVEN, MCCAIN COWD TAME LEAVE IN HIS NeTIVE COUMIRY AS ONE OF
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TH SRV Ivais, HOWEVER, L coub SFEID ONLY o FEV DAYS WITH KIS
FAMILY, HECAUSE £ sqon RECE IVED AN OWOER TO REFQT IRGENTLY To
THE (RISKANY WIERE | ¥AS TO IE ASsIGED. . DWRING HIS LEAVE, I
RELATED, HISWIFE AND EVEN HIS FATHER IN KIS LETTERS ADVISED Hi4
10 i EXTREMEL Y CAREFIL EECAUSE A (REAT NUMIER OF COFFINS OF
AERICAN M 1L ITARWE 4 KILLED 1IN VIETrad jD ALREPDY ARRIVED IN TiE
UNTIED STATES,

TOA QESTION OF T)E CORRESPOIDENT , MCCA IN ANSVERED : "MY
ASSIGNIENT TO T Qt1SKANY, 1 TQD KYSELF, WAS DIE TO SERIOUS
LOSEES IN PILOTS, WHICH WERE SUSTAINED BY THIS AIRRAFT RRIER
(DLE TO ITS RAIDS ON THE NCRTH VIET ha TERRITCRY--yNA) (ERACKETS
AS TRANSIITTED) AN WHICH NECESSITATED REFLWCEMENTS. FRQM 18
(NEZERO TOQ 12 ONETWO PILOTS WERE TRANSFERRED LIKE ME FRQY TIE
FRRESTAL TO TH (RISKANY. EEF(RE I wps SHOT DO!N WE HAD MADE SEVERAL
SRTIE. ALTOETHER ] MADE ABOUT 23 TYUTIREE FLIGHTS QVER NCRTH
V IET Nap, ™ i

MCCAIN ADVITTED THAT KE PRRT ICIPATED FIVE @R SIx TIMES IN
THE ATTACKS OV TIE HAIPHONG SECTCR. _

FEAR STILL QLEfRLY SHOWED ON HIS FAGE WHEN HE RECALLED HIs DISASTROUS
SRTIE N 26 TWOSI OCTOEER AGRIN fpKOI, “TIHE B IEFING WAS LD
IN THE NRNING," HE SeID. “THAT'S RIGMT. 1 REMEMEER THAT IT WAS IN
THE MRNING THAT THEY TAD ME OF THE SITWATION AND THE FLAN OF THE
RAID, WHICH SHOU.D TAME FLACE ABOUT HOON, A RECONNAISSANCE OFFICER

NEAR HANOI AdD A NIMEER OF POSSIALE. ROCKET - POSITIONS, THe 'POSITION
OF QIR RESCIE SHIPS, TH. RADI0 FREQIENCY, THE COYPOSIT ION OF THE
FLICAT, AND SO F(RTH. UPON ARRIVAL MNEtR THD TAREET, OR FORNTION,
WITH SIX BQERS, WOWLD MOUM TIE ATTACK ACCRDING TO TH FALOCING
(RDER: ] WOUD E NUMEER TIREE, £1D THE CHIEF UF THE FORMAT 10N,
NWZER ONE. EACH FiLor WIUD HAVE TO APFRQACH THE TARGET FRQM

& DIFFERENT DIRECT 10N TH CHOICE OF WHICH wOWD EE LEFT TO HIM,
"UHILE 1O/ ING TOWARD THE TARGET, WE STUMALED VER A VERY DENSE
NETWCRK OF FIRE, A VERY POVERFU. RIFOSTE. A FEW ROCKET S WERE

SEEN. OU CHIEF TIRNED TOQ APFROACH TH. TARGET AND I FOLLOGVED HIv
AT A DISTANCE. AT TH TIME WHEN I wts FREPARING TO DROP MY
BOMBS--1 DID NOTT Know WH.THER R NOTT 1COUD DROpP THEM, ZECAUSE
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THINGS WERE }6PFENING Tag FEST-=1 VEARD A TERRIELE EXFLOSIoN
WHICH SHOOK MY FLANE AND SEAT 17 TO/RD THE QROUN, IT WAS WIT 50
VIQENLY THAT I WAS THROSN on MY EACK AND UENT STRAIGHT JCwaRD
THE GROUND IN THIS PosT(RE. | TRIED TO PUL THE DIRECT 10f-ST 1 oy
}0 REESTAB.ISH T EALANGE OF MY FLAKE B(T 1T Ko LONGR RESPONDED
0 ME, :

I CNTINED TO DESEEND AT 4 Drzzy SPEED. THEN, I EJECTED ¥ YSELF,
1 DO NOTT KNQ! AT WHAT ALTITIDE, BUT IT MUST HAVE EEry VERY Loy,
NATLRALLY I FELT BUFFETT Ing EECAUSE MY EAILING OUT 4AS MADE AT THE
TIME WHEN TIE FLANE ¥AS FALL ING TOO FAST. WHEN THE PARACHUTE
OFENED, I LOOKED DOUN AND FQUD OUT THAT I VAS"GOING TO FeLL INTO
A LARE. T WS REALLY LUCKY TO IE RHLE TO FALL INTO A LAKE. ALL
AROUND ME BOYES WERE EXFL M NG WHILE ROCKETS AND ANT If IRCRAFT
SHELL S WERE STREAKING T HR OUGH THE SKY. I HIT THE LAKE ARD WENT To
TIE BOITGY WHLE TRYING To RETWRN TO THE SIRFACE, ] WAS Sf IZED
BY VIETNANESE AND PUSHED T 11 EANK OF THE LAKE. THEY DISARMED
ME AND IROUGHT ME TO FRISoN, NERE €91339 QREmEEEnY |1/ |57
NG/ 2
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